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INTERVIEWER:  Alec  Kesich 


INTERVIEWEE:  Mr.  Worthy  Brockway 

KESICH:  This  is  an  interview  with  Worthy  LaVerne  Brockway  for  the 
Joliet  Junior  College  Oral  History  Program  by  Alec  Kesich  at  410  Main 
Street* Plainfield,  Illinois,  on  April  16,  1975,  at  6:30  P.M. 

KESICH:  How  did  you  acquire  your  name? 

BROCKWAY :  Being  the  eleventh  child  of  a  family,  it  was  some  months  be¬ 
fore  I  was  named.  A  cousin  of  mine  who  lived  in  California  wrote  to  my 
mother  sending  her  a  silver  napkin-ring  with  the  name  Worthy  carved  in 
it  and  told  my  mother  that  she  felt  I  was  worthy  of  the  name,  so  that  is 
how  I  acquired  my  name.  I  was  born  January  25,  1897,  in  a  house  on  the 
corner  of  Arnold  and  what  is  now  Route  126  in  Plainfield.  The  old  home 
still  stands  and  was  possibly  built  sometime  around  the  late  forties,  in 
1847.  I  have  papers  dating  back  to  September  of  1845  showing  the  lot 
was  transferred  and  the  property  transferred  to  a  David  Foster,  who,  as  near 
as  I  can  tell,  ran  a  shoe  shop  in  the  back  room  of  the  present  home.  Mr. 
Foster's  name  and  shoe  shop  sign  was  taken  off  in  about  1905  as  rear  as 
I  can  remember.  The  home  still  stands  and  I  have  two  apartments  in  it 
at  the  present  time.  The  location  of  the  property  is  412  and  412%  Main  . 

My  mother  bought  it  in  1896, and  in  1897  the  taxes  on  the  property  was 
$3.42.  The  present  property  is  the  northwesterly  100  feet  of  Lot  2  and 
also  the  northwesterly  100  feet  of  southwesterly  18  feet  of  Lot  1 ,  all 
in  Block  1 ,  of  Arnold's  Addition  to  Plainfield.  Mr.  Arnold  subdivided 
mostly  all  of  the  north  part  of  Plainfield.  The  first  school,  the  north 
school,  was  built  in  North  Plainfield  in  1837  and  was  rather  a  small 
affair.  It  was  burned  in  1846,  and  in  1847  the  present  two-story. 
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framed  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $1500.  That  building  has  since 
been  built  into  a  larger,  two-story  house;  and  it  is  still  standing 
across  from  my  old  home.  My  brother  at  the  present  time  owns  the  Half- 
Way  House  which  is  a  historical  building  across  from  where  I  live.  As  a 
young  boy  my  first  job  was  to  deliver  groceries  for  a  Lewis  Corbin  who 
was  the  brother  of  A.T.  Crobin  who  was  the  partner  of  Mr.  Chittenden,  and 
their  place  of  business  was  in  the  building  which  is  now  the  Steiner's 
Dress  Shop.  That  building  was  built  some  time  back  in  the  1850's.  .  .  . 
Mr.  Corbin  at  one  time  hired  my  wife's  grandfather  as  a  delivery  boy.  He 
delivered  the  groceries  for  Corbin  and  Chittenden  in  a  two-wheeled  cart. 

At  the  present  time  I  have  one  of  the  wheels  off  of  this  cart  as  a  trellis 
for  my  roses  on  the  back  of  my  house.  After  Mr.  Corbin  quit  his  business 
and  turned  it  over  to  Mr.  Chittenden,  he  started  a  little  business  for  his 
brother  in  what  is  known  now  as  the  Plainfield  .  .  .it  was  at  one  time 
Hartong's  Garage;  later  it  was  a  skating  rink,  and  the  Plainfield  National 
Bank  owns  it  at  the  present  time  --  that's  the  big  building.  I,  at  that 
time,  left  school  after  eighth  grade  and  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Corbin.  I 
delivered  groceries  in  a  little  four-wheeled  wagon  until  he  retired;  that 
was  about  two  years.  Then  I  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Hal  lock  in  the  drug¬ 
store,  and  I  worked  for  him  for  about  four  years.  I  left  Mr.  Hallock's 
employ  after  he  died;  after  Mr.  Hallock  died,  I  left  there  and  went  to 
work  for  my  father  in  the  plumbing  business.  After  serving  my  apprentice¬ 
ship,  I  was  issued  a  Master  Plumber's  License  on  August  24,  1922,  which 
I  still  continue  to  hold;  I  still  hold  a  Master's  License.  After  having 
a  heart  attack,  I  retired  from  the  plumbing  business;  and  I  went  to  work 
for  the  Village  of  Plainfield.  I  held  the  position  of  Water  and  Sewerage 
Superintendent  for  approximately  seven  years.  At  that  time  I  operated 
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the  sewerage  plant  and  took  care  of  the  Village  Water  Department.  I 
hold  a  Certificate  of  Sewerage  Operator.  I  held  the  certificate  from 
1944  until  1962;  then  I  retired  from  that,  and  in  1963.  .  .  when  I  was 
66  years  old,  I  retired  and  went  on  Social  Security.  At  the  present 
time  I  am  retired  and  do  nothing  but  good  deeds.  (Laughter) 

KESICH:  When  you  were  working  at  Corbin's,  how  much  money  did  you  make 
an  hour.  Do  you  remember? 

BROCKWAY :  In  Corbin's,  the  grocery  store  --  I  think,  if  I  remember 
right,  I  was  getting  $3  a  week.  As  near  as  I  can  tell,  I  think  it  was  $3 
a  week  he  paid  me.  I  did  everything  --  I  clerked,  I  did  all  the  sweep¬ 
ing  and  dusting,  carrying  in  100-pcund  sacks  of  sugar,  crackers  in  the 
barrel,  cookies  in  boxes,  everything  was  bulk.  Sugar  sold  for  20  pounds 
for  a  dollar.  (Laughter)  There  has  been  a  lot  of  changes.  It  was 
quite  an  experience  to  come  up. 

KESICH:  When  did  you  design  your  little  gadget? 

BROCKWAY :  I  designed  this  while  I  was  in  the  plumbing  business.  It 
was  sometime  in  the  .  .  .  around  1925.  I  designed  this  tool  from  actual 
experience.  I  knew  that  it  was  a  very  good  piece  of  equipment;  it  was 
never  used  very  much  because  of  the  fact  there  was  no  demand,  not  too 
great  a  demand  for  it.  In  losing  pipes  in  a  well,  why  there  was  very 
few  times  it  would  happen.  At  the  same  time  it  was  necessary  to  get 
pipes  out  of  wells.  If  and  when  they  have  the  Bicentennial,  I  am  going 
to  try  to  display  all  of  this  stuff  in  the  fire  barn.  I  am  going  to  put 
it  all  on  a  display  board  so  it  can  be  seen  by  the  public.  We  have  been 
in  Plainfield  a  pretty  good  number  of  years;  the  Brockway  name  is  pretty 
well-known  all  through  here. 
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KESICH:  Could  you  tell  that  one  story  about  the  guy  that  dropped  it  in 
the  well  with  something  else? 

BROCKWAY :  The  man  that  dropped  the  pipe  in  the  well  and  asked  me  to  get 
it  out?  I  asked  him  at  the  time  if  he  had  dropped  anything  else  in  the 
well;  and  he  said,  "No."  But  after  fishing  for  several . times  to  try  to 
get  it,  I  discovered  that  he  had  dropped  a  bolt,  or  a  nut  off  a  large 
bolt  alongside  it;  and  each  time  I  would  get  a  hold  of  the  pipe  and  try 
to  bring  it  up,  this  nut  would  turn  sideways  and  catch  in  the  casing  of 
the  well.  I  just  didn't  seem  to  have  any  luck  in  getting  it  out,  but  I 
finally  got  my  tool  off  of  it  and  got  it  out  of  the  well  by  operating 
several  times  up  and  down.  I  got  the  nut  out  --  it  didn't  take  me  too 
long  to  do  it.  This  is  the  one  you  asked  me  about  where  he  refused  to  pay 
me  for  the  job  when  I  got  the  thing  out  and  got  the  pipe  up  to  the  top  of 
the  well.  I  covered  the  instrument  with  a  gunny  sack  and  put  my  fingers 
on  the  catches  on  the  side,  and  I  told  him  to  "either  get  me  a  check  or 
I  will  drop  your  pipe  back  into  the  well."  Well,  I  got  my  check;  and 
that  settled  the  question. 

KESICH:  How  much  did  you  used  to  charge  to  pull  out  pipes? 

* 

BROCKWAY:  As  a  rule  it  depended  a  whole  lot  on  how  far  I  had  to  fish,  how 
far  I  had  to  go  down.  The  average  well  around  here  runs  between  100  and 
180  feet,  but  some  of  them  will  run  as  high  as  300  or  400  feet.  This 
well  that  I  was  fishing  at  this  particular  time  was  about  a  125-foot  well. 
I  had  considerable  trouble  getting  the  pipe  out  but  nevertheless  did  get 
it  out.  In  this  particular  case  I  think  I  charged  this  man  a  fee  of  $50. 
Some  of  them  would  run  less  than  that  and  some  more.  Coming  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Fire  Department  --  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  40  years.  In  February  I  was  a  member  of  the  Department  for  40  years. 


■  . 

' 


£  i 


9 


I  have  gone  back  as  far  as  December  5,  1888.  At  that  time  there  was  a 
motion  to  buy  .  .  .  this  is  the  history  now  of  the  Plainfield  Fire  De¬ 
partment  as  found  in  the  minutes  of  the  Village  Board  Meeting  starting 
December  5th,  1888.  There  was  a  motion  to  buy  a  100-gallon  and  a  155-gallon 
fire  engine.  There  was  no  mention  of  type  of  engine.  There  was  a  motion 
to  buy  buckets  and  ladders,  and  the  motion  lost.  On  May  2,  1889,  L.B. 
Overmann,  one  of  the  committee  on  fire  danger,  certained  the  price  of 
four  long  and  four  short  ladders  for  fire  protection.  On  June  6,  1889, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  purchase  four  long  and  four  short  ladders 
and  three  dozen  pails.  The  committee  was  L.B.  Overmann  and  N.S.  Pratt. 

On  July  3,  1889,  Corbin  and  Chittenden  was  paid  $23.40  for  pails.  Moningor 
and  Branard  ran  a  hardware  and  implement  store  and  were  paid  for  fire 
ladders  at  a  sum  of  $29.29  --  May  7,  1890,  William  Kean  was  appointed 
Committee  1  on  Fire  Danger  --  May  8,  1891,  D.  W.  Jump  was  appointed  Com¬ 
mittee  1  on  Fire  Danger  -  -August  5,  1891,  Mr.  Howe  was  to  demonstrate 
his  fire  extinguishers  --  Ordinance  352  approved  to  appropriate  $600  for 
the  fire  extinguishers  --  October  9,  1891,  a  fire  engine  was  purchased 
from  B.J.C.  Howe  --  Mr.  Moningor  then  moved  that  30  feet  of  suction  hose 
be  bought,  also  300  feet  of  leading  hose  for  the  fire  engine  --  January 
2,  1892,  the  fire  limits  of  the  Village  was  established  --  November  2, 

1892,  the  list  of  men  who  were  to  constitute  the  Fire  Department.  This 
is  the  first  known  Fire  Department  established  by  the  Village  Board. 

They  were  as  follows:  A.J.  McCreary,  A1  Sonntag,  John  Prescott, Ira  Krebs, 

Ed  Scott,  George  Daily,  T.  R.  Hayes,  U.S.  G.  Blakely,  Ernie  Jacobs,  L.H. 
Moningor,  John  Everetts,  Charles  Cork,  L.R.  Porter,  John  Sonntag,  Andrew 
Zimmerman,  Barney  Wright,  George  Walker,  George  Rathe,  Doc  Whiteman, 

Jerome  Reeves,  C.  A.  Brunson,  John  Armigast,  Frank  Thompson,  L.B.  Over¬ 
mann  and  Miles  Hartong  --  Jerome  Smith.  .  .  on  May  3,  1893,  was  appointed 
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Fire  Warden  --  On  August  2,  1893,  a  motion  by  the  board  to  build  a  village 
hall  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $1500,  and  the  motion  lost  --  On  May  4,  1894, 
Horace  Spencer  was  appointed  Fire  Warden  —  July  5,  1894,  the  Village 
appropriated  $100  for  water  works  fund  —  In  1895  H.S.  Spencer  appointed 
Fire  Warden  —  On  May  4,  1896  Jerome  Smith  was  appointed  Fire  Warden  -- 
May  3,  1897,  Jerome  Smith  was  again  appointed  Fire  Warden  --  March  3, 

1897,  Jerome  Smith  was  appointed  to  the  Head  Fire  Engine  Repair  --  April 
5,  1897,  A.  Zimmerman  was  paid  $4  (be  sure  and  get  this)  for  two  days' 
labor  for  repairing  the  fire  engine  On  April  5,  1897,  John  Crandell  was 
paid  $6  for  two  days'  labor  for  painting  the  fire  engine  --  May  2,  1897, 
they  paid  the  Fledock  Brothers  $185.95  for  drilling  a  well  --  On  May  27, 

1898,  a  power  house  47  feet  by  22  feet  cost  $1200  --  The  tower  for  the 
water  tank  by  the  Challenge  Company  cost  $2483  --  The  gas  engine  by 
Fairbanks  and  Morris  to  run  the  pump  cost  $500,  a  Gould  pump  cost  $506.50 
—  On  September  19,  1898,  a  move  by  The  Village  Board  to  purchase  600 
feet  of  hose  and  the  ladder  truck  --  On  October  3,  1898,  a  hose  cart  was 
purchased,  and  the  600  feet  of  hose  that  cost  60  cents  per  foot  —  On 
November  6,  1899,  B.  F.  Goodrich  was  paid  $100  for  200  feet  of  hose  and 
two-ply  packs  and  nozzels  for  $22  --  On  January  1,  1900,  a  fire  bell  was 
purchased  ...  no  mention  of  the  cost  --  On  February  5,  1900,  a  motion 

by  Trustees  and  Prescott  that  Sonntag  was  appointed  to  form  a  fire  depart¬ 
ment  --  At  this  meeting  the  fire  bell  was  paid  for  at  a  cost  of  $32.50 
--  This  bell  is  now  located  on  the  Zimmerman  property...  and  where  it  is 
...  just  north  of  where  you  live.  April  2,  1900,  a  special  committee  re¬ 
ported  their  volunteer  department  had  been  organized.  They  were  as 
follows:  John  Prescott,  Chief;  N.S.  Pratt,  First  Assistant,  H.S.  Hamlett, 
Second  Assistant;  Alma  Platts,  Head  Pipe  Man;  A.  Zimmerman,  Chemical 
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Engineer;  A1  Worst,  Assistant  Chemical  Engineer;  H.A.  Goodson,  Earl 
Countryman,  Herbert  Barron,  C.  H.  Williams,  C.  F.  Jump,  A1  Sonntag,  William 
Frickle,  A. J, Vincent,  I.S.  Krebs,  James  Kaiser,  Frank  DuBois,  H.  Barron, 

John  Sonntag,  C.F.  Hartong  and  W.L.  Spangler  —  On  June  11,  1900,  a  com¬ 
munication  from  M.  Judd  and  Son  wishing  to  purchase  the  hand  fire  engine 
was  read.  Now  this  was  bought  back  in  ...  August  of  1891.  It  said  it 
was  a  fire  extinguisher.  There  was  no  mention  of  what  type  of  engine  it 
was;  but  it  must  have  been,  according  to  the  records  here  --  .  .  .  On  June 
11,  1900,  a  communication  from  Mr.  Judd  and  Son  wishing  to  purchase  a  hand 
fire  engine  was  read  --  When  it  was  purchased,  there  was  no  mention  of 
whether  it  was  an  engine  or  --  it  said  a  fire  extinquisher,  see.  Well, 
this  later  proved  to  be  a  Number  Four.  According  to  this  it  was  a  Number 
Four  engine,  hand  pumper,  see  —  On  February  4,  1901,  the  Trustee,  Prescott, 
recommended  the  purchase  of  two  ladders  for  the  hose  cart  --  April  1,  1900, 
J.E.  Jarvis,  fireman  coats  for  $13,50  --  December  4,  1904,  moved  by  Sonntag, 
seconded  by  Adams,  the  U.S.  president  be  authorized  to  exchange 

the  old  engine  for  200  feet  of  hose  with  the  Howe  Engine  Company  --  On  the 
same  date  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  was  authorized  to  purchase 
ropes  and  pullies  to  dry  the  hose  —  New  tools  on  June  5,  1911  .  .  .  new 
tools  were  needed  on  the  hose  cart  --  In  1912,  450  feet  of  fire  hose  was 
bought  for  40  cents  a  foot  —  On  April  5,  1915,  100  feet  of  hose  and  fire 
equipment...  hose  cart  was  bought  for  $60  —  June  15,  an  ordinance,  175, 
adopted,  creating  offers  for  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  --  J.H.  Seebrook 
was  named  Chief—  December  4,  1916,  Mr.  Rudy  asked  the  Board  to  join  the 
Village  Fire  Association,  and  moved  by  Hawkson  and  seconded  by  Taylor 
that  The  Village  pay  the  $7  fee  —  January  3,  1921,  the  motion  to  have  the 
Fire  Marshall  purchase  a  chemical  outift  —  September  16,  1921,  The  Village 
Board  met  to  consider  buying  the  Ford  fire  truck  from  Watrous  Fire  Engine 
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Company,  to  build  and  deliver  November  1,  1921  for  $3,425  on  delivery, 

$725  of  it  to  be  paid,  and  the  balance  in  four  payments  of  $675  —  Moved 
by  Brunson  and  seconded  by  Brown,  the  motion  accepted...  Truck  delivered 
October  3,  1921  —  The  first  payment  was  made  November  7,  1921.  Ralph 
Rous  was  appointed  Fire  Marshall.  .  .  Now  that  is  the  picture  of  this 
boy  here  in  this  picture.  That's  the  man  that  was  appointed  --  August 
7,  1922,  a  move  to  buy  enough  hose  at  73  cents  a  foot  to  bring  the  total 
to  a  thousand  feet  —  September  6,  1922,  Kind  and  Fetement  were  paid 
$328.50  for  450  feet  of  hose  --  January  2,  1923,  moved  that  three-gallon 
fire  extinquishers  be  purchased,  and  the  motion  carried  --  October  6,  1924, 
they  paid  the  Watrous  Fire  Engine  Company  $715.20  --  April  6,  1925,  the 
Watrous  Fire  Engine  Company  (note  Number  Four)  was  paid  for  $695.25  -- 
May  4,  1925,  Ralph  Rous  was  paid  $25  for  Fire  Marshall  --  August  3,  1925, 
repair  fire  truck  for  $17.29  —  October  5,  1925,  repair  fire  truck  for 
$11.54  —  February  1,  1926,  Village  bought  a  three-gallon  and  five-gallon 
fire  extinquisher  and  two  extra  charges  for  the  same  --  March  1,  1926, 

Rous  Brothers  repaired  the  truck  for  $72.75  —  May  3,  1926,  Rous  Brothers 
repair  fire  truck,  $12.95  —  May  2,  1927,  Glenn  Rous,  Fire  Marshall,  $25  -- 
July  7,  1927,  Rous  was  allowed  twenty-five  percent  reduction  on  phone 
rates  from  the  Illinois  Bell  Telephone  Company  —  March  5,  1928,  Rous 
Brothers,  $7.92  for  fire  truck  repairs  —  April  2,  1928,  M.F.  Dailey  paid 
for  refilling  fire  extinquisher,  $9.75  —  May  7,  1928,  Rous  Brothers,  gas¬ 
oline  salary  for  Chief,  $25.82  —  December  3,  1928,  M.F.  Dailey,  Foamite 
Extinquisher,  $10.50  --  May  6,  1929,  Glenn  Rous,  Fire  Marshall,  $25  -- 
September  3,  1929,  the  American  LaFrance  Equipment,  for  fire  engines, 

$70.60  —  May  5,  1930,  Rous  Brothers,  repair  fire  truck  for  $33  --  July  7, 
1930,  purchase  500  feet  of  fire  hose  —  August  4,  1935,  Bilateral  Hose 
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Company,  for  hose  and  fixtures,  $416.50  —  May  21,  1932,  Glenn  Rous, 

Fire  Marshall,  $25  —  September  6,  1932,  M.F.  Dailey,  fire  engine  supply, 
$17.50  --  May  1,  Glenn  Rous,  Fire  Marshall,  $25  —  June  5,  1933,  American 
LaFrance  Foamite,  $11.29  --  June  5,  1933,  Morris  finally  moved,  and 
seconded  by  John  King,  that  The  Village  organize  a  Village  Fire  Department, 
motion  carried  --  On  May  7,  1934,  Glenn  Rous  was  appointed  Fire  Chief  -- 
April  1,  1935,  ordinance  348  passed.  .  ,  Regards  to  fighting  fires  -- 
May  6,  1935,  Glenn  Rous,  Fire  Chief,  $25,  but  not  reappointed  --  July  1, 
1935,  permission  was  given  to  the  Fire  Department  to  use  the  back  room 
of  The  Village  Hall  for  meetings  --  On  September  11,  1935,  special  meet¬ 
ing  to  remodel  The  Village  Hall  for  housing  the  fire  engine  and  equipment 
for  the  Plainfield  Fire  Protection  District,  .  .  for  sale  or  leasing  to 
the  Plainfield  Fire  District  for  the  fire  engine  equipment  now  owned  by 
The  Village...  Moved  by  Smiley,  and  seconded  by  Bertstop,  that  The  Village 
remodel  the  hall  on  the  south  side  of  Lockport  Street  to  accommodate  two 
fire  engines  and  equipment,  and  permit  the  same  to  be  used  by  the  Plain- 
field  Fire  Protection  Department  in  the  housing  of  their  engines,  provid¬ 
ing  that  the  Plainfield  Fire  Protection  District  pay  one-half  the  cost 
of  remodeling  to  the  Village,  and  a  Village  committee  be  appointed  to 
work  with  the  committee  of  the  Plainfield  Fire  Protection  District. 

Vote  was  all  ayes  and  no  nays  —  A  motion  by  Smiley,  and  seconded  by 
Bertstop,  that  The  Village  sell  the  Model  -  T  Ford  for  the  sum  of  $397.75 
paid  for  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  1938,  the  title  to  pass 
on  delivery  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  September,  1935. 
Vote  was  all  ayes  and  no  nays  --  November  4,  1935,  moved  by  Bertstop 
and  seconded  by  R.  Spangler,  the  Village  Clerk  and  Treasurer  pay  over  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Plainfield  Fire  Protection  District  all  of  the  two 
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percent  fire  department  tax  now  in  their  fund. . .Motion  carried... To  arrive 
at  this  point  in  time  of  the  Plainfield  Fire  Protection  District,  I  had 
to  read  approximately  564  Village  Board  Meetings,  signed,  W.  L.  Brockway, 

At  the  time  in  July,  1935,  the  Fire  Department  was  established,  that  is 
the  Plainfield  Volunteer  Fire  District  was  established.  I  am  going  to  con¬ 
tinue  on  with  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  Fire  Department  Meetings 
and  bring  the  history  of  the  Department  up  to  the  present  time.  So  that 
takes  care  of  all  of  the  Fire  District, 

KESICH:  You  were  in  the  First  World  War,  right? 

BROCKWAY:  No.  I  was  drafted  and  my  draft  call  was  cancelled  on  account 
of  the  flu  epidemic.  I  attempted  to  enlist;  but  having  had  blood  poison¬ 
ing  in  my  right  leg,  the  doctor  that  operated  on  my  leg  and  did  the  sur¬ 
gery  was  the  examining  physician  when  I  went  to  enlist.  I  was  turned 
down.  Then  I  was  drafted  --  I  think  it  was  in  September  when  my  first 
draft  call  came.  That  was  cancelled  on  the  account  of  the  flu  epidemic. 

...  I  think  sometime  in  October  the  second  call  was  cancelled  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  flu.  I  think  I  was  supposed  to  report  on  somewhere  around 
the  18th.  That  was  cancelled.  I  was  supposed  to  leave  here  for  Fort 
Jefferson,  Missouri,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1918;  and  the  war  ended 
on  the  11th.  So  that's  as  close  as  I  got  to  the  service.  The  reason,  of 
course,  was  because  of  my  bad  leg.  I  couldn't  have  walked  over  a  half- 
mile  at  any  time  without  my  leg  giving  out.  They  had  to  take  a  piece 
of  bone  out  below  the  knee  cap;  it  caused  the  knee  to  be  weak.  The 
knee  cap  would  fly  off  to  one  side.  Is  there  anything  else  you  would 
care  to  go  into  the  present  time? 


KESICH:  Yes,  During  the  Depression  of  1929,  how  were  you  affected  by  it? 
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BROCKWAY :  How  was  I  affected  by  the  Depression? 

XESICH:  Yes. 

BROCKWAY:  Pretty  bad,  I  will  tell  you  that. 

KESICH:  Did  you  lose  your  shirt? 

BROCKWAY :  I  had  quite  a  number  of  accounts  on  my  books  at  the  time... 

I  was  in  the  plumbing  and  heating  business  at  that  time.  During  the 
Depression  I  was  hit  pretty  hard;  there  was  a  good  many  of  the  farmers 
that  couldn't  pay  the  bills  at  all.  My  better  customers,  the  men  that 
were  really  wealthy,  Mr.  Will  Cryder  was  one  of  my  good  customers  —  Natur¬ 
al  ly,  I  got  all  of  my  money  from  men  like  him.  Mr.  Fiddyment  and  Mr. 

Drum,  all  of  those  men,  were  in  the  wealthier  class  of  people  in  town. 

At  that  time  I  was  able  to  collect;  but  there  was  a  lot  of  my  customers 
and  that  were  good  customers  and  all  that,  but  had  just...  lost  every¬ 
thing  like  everyone  else  and  just  couldn't  pay,  and  naturally,  I  lost  pretty 
heavily.  Shortly  after  that  time,  I  had  my  heart  attack  and  had  to  give 
up  my  plumbing  business.  Then  I  went  to  work  for  the  Village.  After  I 
got  back  on  my  feet,  it  was  two  or  three  years  before  I  could  go  back 
to  work.  It  was  pretty  hard  during  the  Depression.  A  good  many  of  the 
jobs  I  did,  such  as  pump  work  and  windmill  work,  erecting  of  windmills, 
etc.,  —  in  those  jobs  I  would  have  to  settle  my  accounts  by  taking  pro¬ 
duce,  eggs,  chickens,  pigs,  take  a  half  a  hog  when  they  butcher  it  in  the 
fall,  or  take  two  or  three  chickens  for  my  pay.  It  was  hard  going;  there 
are  very  few  of  the  younger  generation  that  really  realize  what  you  went 
through  in  those  days.  That  is  the  Depression  of  1929.  It  was  not  good 
sailing,  I  can  tell  you  that.  I  had  quite  a  little  sickness  right  after 
that.  It  was  .  .  .  after  having  the  heart  attack,  of  course.  I  was  not 
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able  to  do  any  heavy  work.  It  was  six  years  before  I  did  any  heavy  work 
at  all.  Of  course,  in  the  work  I  did  for  the  Village  —  that  was  more 
or  less  supervisory  work.  I  had  men  working  under  me,  Mr.  Bennett  — 

When  I  left  the  employ  of  The  Village,  Joe  Bennett  took  over  my  duties, 
and. is  still  the  Superintendent  of  Water  And  Sewerage  Department. 

KESICH:  To  get  your  plumber's  license.  .  . 

BROCKWAY:  How  was  that? 

KESICH:  Your  plumber's  license  --  Was  it  very  hard  to  get?  What  did 
you  have  to  do,  take  an  exam? 

BROCKWAY:  Well,  at  that  time  when  I  took  my  examination,  I  had  to  wipe 
a  3/4-inch  and  a  1-inch  water  service  joint.  I  had  to  wipe  two  3/4-inch 
and  1-inch  water  service  joints  on  what  we  would  call  a  running  lead. 

That  would  be  from  the  line  of  the  water  main  into  the  curb,  I  had  to 
wipe  two  2-inch  joints,  and  then  I  had  to  wipe  4-inch.  .  .  I  had  to 
wipe  a  Y-joint  on  an  inch  and  a  half  drainage.  I  had  to  wipe  a  vertical 
inch  and  a  half  and  a  horizontal  inch  and  a  half.  An  inch  and  a  half 
to  three-quarter  Y,  an  inch  and  a  half  to  quarter  Y,  those  were  the 
inch  and  a  half  joints.  Then  on  the  four-inch,  I  had  to  wipe  a  four-inch 
vertical  lead  joint  to  a  four-inch  brass  ferule  which  was  required  at 
that  time.  You  had  to  put  a  brass  ferule  into  a  four-inch  cast  iron 
soil.  Those  were  the  wipings.  There  was,  of  course,  a  written  test. 

You  had  to  tell  them  how  many  pounds  of  pressure  the  test  was,  what  the 
first  test  of  plumbing  was,  the  final  test  of  plumbing.  Your  final  test 
was  a  smoke  test.  The  first  test  was  water  test.  Then  there  was  the 
venting  your  vents.  You  had  to  give  the  amount  and  sizes  you  were 
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allowed  to  use  and  what  increases  you  had  to  make  through  the  roof.  At 
the  time  I  took  the  test,  it  was  necessary  to  run  a  four-inch  cast  iron 
soil  line  from  the  basement  out  through  the  roof;  and  where  it  went  through 
the  roof,  you  had  to  increase  it  to  five  inches.  That  had  to  be  a  lead 
sixteen-gauge  or  six-pound  weight  of  lead.  That  had  to  be  put  around 
the  roof  line;  there  was  no  other  type  of  flashing  you  could  use  at  that 
time.  It  was  quite  a  test  at  that  time.  It  was  quite  an  examination 
compared  to  what  they  are  at  the  present,  I  haven't  kept  up  with  the 
examination. 

KESICH:  Did  they  get  easier  as  you  went  along?  How  did  you  renew  your 
plumber's  license? 

BROCKWAY :  Well,  once  you're  issued  a  plumber's  license,  you  just  carry 
on  your  trade.  Each  job  that  is  in  your  city.  .  .  each  job  had  to  be 
inspected.  After  I  left  the  Village  employ,  they  appointed  me  as  Village 
Plumbing  Inspector  here.  I  was  Plumbing  Inspector,  I  think,  for  about 
two  years.  It  was  too  much  for  me,  so  I  just  gave  it  up. 

KESICH:  What  were  your  duties? 

BROCKWAY :  Well,  of  course,  as  an  inspector  you  have  to  check  all  of  the 
plumbing;  you  have  to  see  that  the  grades  ,  .  .  the  amount  of  grade  on 
each  pipe,  whether  your  pipes  were  the  proper  size,  proper  dimension,  the 
proper  size  pipes  to  use  to  supply  pipes.  To  be  sure  the  installation  to 
your  hot  water  heaters  were  properly  installed  with  safety  valves,  that 
is,  your  safety  equipment  must  be  properly  installed.  Drainage  fittings 
had  to  be  certain  types  of  certain  runs  just  like  Y's;  you  couldn't  use 
a  90-degree  "L"  where  it  was  possible  to  use  two  45 ' s .  It  was  never  easy. 
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That's  all  distinct  issues  of  rules.  I  have  a  book  on  that,  and  it  can 
be  gotten  almost  anywhere.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  work  to  it;  it  re¬ 
quires  a  good  deal  of  time. 

KESICH:  Do  you  remember  any  of  the  like,  .  .  the  Electric  Park? 

BROCKWAY:  The  Electric  Park.  Oh,  yes,  I  remember  that,  I  at  one  time 
ran  the  pool  hall  in  the  bowling  alley  in  the  Electric  Park  for  a  Mr. 
Gardner.  The  bowling  alley  was  located  south  of  the  dance  hall.  The 
dance  hall  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  and  pretty  well  north...  There 
is  a  small  residence  on  the  west  side  now,  a  home.  The  north  side  of  the 
dance  hall  just  about  came  to  the  back  side  of  that  residence.  It  was  a 
pretty  good  sized  hall.  Between  the  dance  hall  and  the  bowling  alley 
was  an  ice  cream  stand,  and  they  sold  pop  and  ice  cream  and  candies. 

The  bowling  alley  then  came  just  beyond  that.  Mr.  Gardner  ran  that  for 
some  years.  I  don't  remember  how  long.  I  think  the  park  at  one  time 
had  some  one  run  the  bowling  alley.  Mr.  Gardner  ran  it  at  the  time  that 
I  used  to  set  up  pins  in  the  alleys.  Some  of  the  old  bowlers  are  still 
around.  Sam  Winehold  is  one  of  them.  He  lives  south  of  Plainf'ield  here 
now.  Milton  Sonntag,  one  of  our  citizens  at  the  present  time,  used  to 
set  up  pins  there.  My  brother-in-law  Russell  Rhodes  set  pins.  Homer 
Whitson,  another  one  of  our  Plainfield  boys,  used  to  set  pins,  I  ran 
the  pavillion  hall  and  pool  hall  for  Mr.  Gardner.  I  remember  playing 
pool  with  several  of  the  older  people  around.  The  dance  hall  was  quite 
a  popular  place.  Harriet  Sweet  used  to  play  the  piano.  A  good  many 
nights  I  would  stand  along  the  side  of  the  old  dance  hall  down  there  and 
listen  to  Harriet  play  the  paino.  She  was  a  great  pianist.  Then  the 
auditorium  was  south  from  the  dance  hall  and  the  bowling  alley.  The 
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auditorium  is  still  there.  The  building  is  being  used  for  storage  now. 
There  was  a  beautiful  organ  in  that  auditorium,  a  mammoth  organ,  a  pipe 
organ  at  one  time.  We  used  to  have  fairs;  the  auditorium  was  always 
filled  with  booths.  The  different  merchants  would  have  their  booths  set 
up.  We  always  had  a  booth  in  it.  The  schools  would  set  up  booths.  When 
I  was  in  sixth  grade,  I  think  it  was,  I  took  first  prize  for  my  manual 
training  at  one  of  the  old  fairs.  We,  of  course,  had  them  every  year  -- 
for  several  years  —  I  just  don't  remember  how  many.  Right  at  the  end 
of  the  old  footbridge,  just  as  you  went  down  the  old  footbridge  coming 
west  from  the  east  side,  was  a  stand.  Mr.  Upton  ran  that.  He  ran  the 
refreshment  stand  between  the  dance  hall  and  the  bowling  alley.  He  ran 
the  restaurant  that  was  on  the  east  side.  I  remember  telling  Mr.  Sterling 
today  when  I  was  talking  to  him  that  I  remember  when  I  was  working  for 
Mr.  Hallock  in  the  drug  store,  carrying  ice  out  for  Mr.  Upton's  ice  cream 
factory  that  was  in  the  alley.  I  carried  the  ice  up  and  packed  the 
freezers  in  Mr.  Hallock' s  ice  cream  parlor;  then  I  would  carry  the 
ice  cream  down.  That  factory  was  just  about  in  the  back  of  Zimmerman's 
Store  now.  Mr.  William  Upton.  .  .  had  the  old  ice  packing  plant,  the 
icehouse  down  on  the  river  here, just  about  in  the  back  of  Scott  Realty 
Offices.  During  the  winter  when  they  would  put  up  ice  there,  I  used  to 
run  the  engine  that  operated  the  hoist  that  lifted  the  ice  from  the  river 
at  water  level  to  the  ground  level  and  then  put  it  into  an  elevator  which 
was  operated  by  the  same  engine.  The  engine  operated  both  of  these.  The 
elevator  would  pick  the  ice  up  and  take  it  to  the  top  of  the  icehouse, 
and  then  it  had  chutes,  they  called  them.  They  would  push  the  ice  off 
the  elevator  into  the  chutes,  and  they  would  slide  down  into  the  corners 
of  the  icehouse.  That  was  packed  with  ground  wood.  It  wasn't  sawdust. 
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It  was  more  like  chipped  wood.  The  ice  was  packed.  A  cake  of  ice 
would  average  between  80  and  100  pounds.  It  depended  on  the  thickness  of 
the  ice  and  the  river  at  the  time  we  cut  it.  The  water  in  the  river  at 
that  time  was  just  clear  as  a  crystal.  You  could  look  through  it;  in  fact, 
you  could  see  your  face  in  it! 

KESICH:  You  can't  do  that  now,  can  you? 

BROCKWAY:  It's  not  that  clean  now,  no,  I  would  hate  to  think.  .  . 
of  drinking  any  of  that  ice. 

KESICH:  Can  you  think  of  anything  else: 

BROCKWAY:  Well,  when  I  worked  for  Mr.  Hallock,  at  the  time  I  worked  for 
him,  he  sold  phonographs,  you  know  the  old  phonographs  that  had  the  disc 
records.  There  is  one  of  them  standing  there  at  the  present  time  that 
he  sold.  It  isn't  in  working  condition  right  now;  the  spring  is  broken. 

I  intend  to  repair  that  and  get  it  in  good  shape  again  one  of  these  days. 

KESICH:  I  think  I  have  ran  out  of  questions  to  ask. 

BROCKWAY:  Here  is  a  picture  about  the  subject  we  were  talking  about.  .  , 
Mr.  Upton's  icehouse.  This  picture  I  am  showing  you  here  is  a  picture 
of  the  ice  cream  factory  back  in  the  alley.  The  men,  Mr,  Jerome  Flagg  is 
the  man  at  the  extreme  left,  then  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Hayes  Upton,  then 
Zerrel  Lockwood  is  the  boy  holding  a  cake  of  ice.  He  formerly  ran  the 
Lockwood  Dairy.  The  next  man  is  Mr.  John  Upton,  with  a  brother  Will  Upton 
and  a  Mr.  Walters.  Well,  it  doesn't  make  too  much  difference.  Mr.  Upton's 
son,  then  Mr.  Upton  himself.  The  old  team  and  wagon  you  see  is  what  they 
used  to  deliver  ice  with.  In  Mr.  Charles  Pottoroff's  Store  on  the  east 
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side  of  the  restaurant  v/all ,  I  gave  Mr.  Pottoroff  a  pair  of  ice  tongs. 

I  used  them  for  carrying  ice  from  the  ice  house  to  Mr.  Hallock's  drug¬ 
store. 

KESICH:  It  is  a  very  interesting  picture,  and  it  has  been  a  very  interest¬ 
ing  interview.  Thanks  a  lot,  and  I'll  bring  you  your  copy  when  it  is 
finished. 
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Reeves,  Jerome,  9 
Rhodes,  Russell,  18 
Rous,  Glenn,  12,  13 
Rous,  Ralph,  12 
Route  126,  State,  5 

school,  5,  6 
Scott,  Ed,  9 
Scott  Realty  Co.,  19 
Seebrook,  J.  H.,  11 
Sewerage  Operator,  Certificate 
of,  7 

shoe  shop,  5 
skating  rink,  6 
Smith,  Jerome,  9,  10 
Social  Security,  7 
Sonntag,  A1 ,  9,  11 
Sonntag,  John,  9,  11 
Sonntag,  Milton,  18 
Spangler,  R. ,  13 
Spangler,  W.  L.,  11 
Spencer,  Horace,  10 
Steiner's  Dress  Shop,  6 
Sweet,  Harriet,  pianist,  18 


Thompson,  Frank,  9 
tool  invention,  7 

Upton,  John,  20 
Upton,  William,  19,  20 

Vincent,  A.  J. ,  11 

wages,  7 

Walker,  George,  9 
Walters,  Mr.,  20 
Watrous  Fire  Engine  Co.,  12 
Water  and  Sewerage,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of,  6,  16 
wells,  7 

Whiteman,  Doc,  9 
Williams,  C.  H. ,11 
windmill,  15 
Winehold,  Sam,  18 
World  War  I,  14. 

Wright,  Barney,  9 

Zimmerman,  Andrew,  9,  10 
Zimmerman's  Store,  19 
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